June 2022

Folkecenter News
Folkecenter’s General Assembly
Folkecenter’s yearly General Assembly will take place on Saturday 25 June 2022 at 14:00 at the Nordic Folkecenter for Renewable
Energy (Kammersgaardsvej 16, Sdr. Ydby, 7760 Hurup Thy - Denmark). For those who wish it, it will also be possible to participate
online, via Zoom. If you prefer that option, please register here by Friday 24 June latest. The assembly will take place in Danish only
and it will follow the Danish rules for General Assemblies.
Please note that only members of the Folkecenter Støttekreds (support group) who have paid the yearly membership are allowed to
attend the meeting. If you are not a member and you would like to be, please visit our dedicated page (English | Dansk).

Green Safari - a New Way to Discover Biodiversity!
On May 9th Folkecenter started a new project, called Green Safari. The project, supported by LAG Thy-Mors, aims at at increasing
awareness on biodiversity and on its importance. Despite being primarily designed for
children, we hope that the concept will reach out also their families and, hopefully, have
an impact on their decision-making.
The “World Premiere” saw the participation of 20 children from the local school, who
agreed in being the ones testing the concept. The first reactions seemed quite positive,
as it can be seen in the pictures: smiley faces and engagement were the key words for
the day!
But what does the Green Safari consists of?
It is basically a treasure hunt taking place in Folkecenter: participants need to solve a
series of tasks to be able to open the secret boxes and, to do that, they need to go
around Folkecenter’s facilities and learn about biodiversity, sustainability and the 17 UN’s
sustainable development goals.
Green Safari is now open for everyone and so it will be up to the 31st of October. We
hope you will come in visit and try it out!

Gitte Davidsen (left) instructs the childen on the
task to be carried out

The leader of the project is Gitte Davidsen, our new Sustainability Coordinator. Jane Bonnerup, designer and artist, developed the
natural sculptures which can be found on the path. More pictures about the Green Safari can be found here.
INFO:
When: Every Tuesday (10:00-14:00) until 31.10.2022 | Price: 50 DKK/person (free for children under 14 years old)

From left: Happiness is big, when the treasure is found; Getting out of the labyrinth is not so easy as it seemed; The tour is completed: what an experience!

Seminar: Transfer Knowledge & Create Change
The first week-end of June was quite busy in Folkecenter, since we hosted the seminar: “Transfer Knowledge & Create Change”! The
event, which was part of our activities for developing countries, was organized together with INFORSE Europe and it was supported
by CISU - Civil Society in Development.
The focus of the event was climate change – how is it affecting developing countries, what are
possible solutions and how can a sustainable development be implemented in those parts of
the world.
The seminar, which took place on June 3rd, saw a good national and international participation,
with some speakers coming also from Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya; besides exchanging
knowledge and experiences, the participants also had the chance to participate in some
workshops, which were organized during the afternoon.
On June 4th the participants were also invited on an excursion, to visit both our test center for
small wind turbines in Hundborg and the National Test Center for Large Wind Turbines, in
Østerild.
The program of the event can be found on our folkecenterevents page (English | Dansk).

Lene Hogh presents the Catalogue for
Local Solutions

From top left: The audience follow with interest the presetations; Jane Kruse (left), our Director, shows how to cook with the Sun Generator; Guided tour in
Folkecenter; Excursion to the Danish Test and Resource Centre for Small Wind Turbines, in Hundborg

Smallwind.dk Gets a Facelift
As you know, Folkecenter operates the Danish Test and Resource Centre for
Small Wind Turbines, in Hundborg, where we test new concepts within the
small & medium wind industry. As part of the efforts for improving our
image (and hopefully get attention from new developers), we have decided
to update the webpage with a fresher look.
The page can be found on smallwind.dk, where you can also download the
2016 edition of our small wind catalogue (for free!).
We hope you like the new design! The Danish version of the page will be
published shortly.
Screnshot of the new page

Tiny House – Time for some Energy!
After a number of workshops where we took care of the building elements of our Tiny house, it is now time to focus on the
habitability: while Jane Bonnerup, the designer who is taking care of the furniture, is drawing her ideas, we have decided to move
on with something we are more familiar with: giving electricity to the building!
Needless to say, our trainees have been a crucial part of this task; with the supervision
of our Anker Mardal, they had to design and install the off-grid system, starting from
some second hand batteries donated by Herningsholm Erhvervsskole (Herning, DK).
The first part of the project, which was the installation of two PV panels for charging
the batteries, was carried out by Ramiro and Rasmus back in April. Luisa joined them in
May, so with the additional help, the international team could move on much quicker.
First, they needed to take the individual batteries and join them together, so that a
decent capacity could be obtained. The design of the battery pack was, by far, the task
that took most time, since they had to first learn about batteries in general and then
solder the connections between all the 48 units.
TECHNICAL INFO:
PV: 1 x 275 W; 1 x 300 W
Storage: 48 second hand lead acid batteries
(each 12 V, 7 Ah) connected in blocks of 8
(parallel connection), for a total of 168 Ah (2016
kWh). Expandable. The batteries were donated
by Herningsholm Erhvervsskole (Herning, DK)
Inverter: Victron Energy EasySolar-II GX
24/3000/70-32 (24 V, 3000 W), donated by
Victron Energy

Next, they installed the off-grid
inverter, which was kindly donated From left: Ramiro, Luisa and Rasmus prepare the
batteries
by Victron Energy (together with a
lot of other very interesting material). The batteries were then placed under
one of the terraces of the Tiny house, so that visitors can see them, in a way
that they can be protected from rain.
The final wiring took 3-4 days, during which the trainees followed both the
instructions of Anker and the ones provided by the manual from Victron
Energy. The system was also designed in a way so that the battery pack can
be expanded, if needed.
As a result, the Tiny house is now equipped with a solar-powered 168 Ah
battery, which we expect that can cover the needs of the building (few lamps
and a computer) for 2-3 days*; in principle, a longer time could be achieved,
but keeping discharging the battery after 50% would considerably reduce its

lifetime.
Joachim, our new media person, has published a video where the off-grid Tiny house is shown, and
where the trainees talk about their experience. You can find the video here.
*considering a consumption of
120 Wh for 3.5 hours/day

From left: Anker and Ramiro prepare the wiring; Rasmus and Luisa install the inverter; The sytem is ready!

New Staff Member in Folkecenter!
We are happy to welcome a new team member in Folkecenter! Pernille Kviesgaard Manicus will help us
promoting the center both nationally and internationally; she will also help us with a variety of other
tasks, especially in connection with education.
Welcome Pernille! We hope you will enjoying being in Folkecenter!
Additional new members (will appear in the next newsletter): Joachim Plaether Kjeldsen, Artem
Melanchenko, Olha Melanchenko, Mathias Dyreborg Bruun

PV Test Station at Folkecenter
Total energy produced in May:

1350 kWh
Total energy produced in 2022:

4400 kWh
Total energy produced from 2012:

86470 kWh
APRIL

Total CO2 saved from 2012:

MAY

Sebastian’s PV System (1.4 kW)

65 tons
Total energy produced in May:

183.5 kWh*
Total energy produced in 2022:

454.0 kWh*
Total energy produced since May 2020:

2255 kWh*
Total CO2 saved:
The system was installed in May 2020 by Sebastian Salcebo Alba
* Please note: from October 2021 to middle of March 2022 the production was 0. We found out that the
communication cable was cut, so it was not able to transmit the data

Folkecenter Membership
Did you know that Folkecenter has a group of supporters who sustain us for some
activities (e.g. Excursions with the trainees)? If you like what we are doing, you might
be interested in becoming part of this group. As Folkecenter supporter, you have the
right to participate to our yearly general assembly, which elects 6 out of 11 board
members. In this way, you will not only follow Folkecenter’s activities, but also
influence the decisions.
Being a Folkecenter Supporter can cost as little as 100 DKK/year (14 €). You can find
more information on our webpage (English | Dansk).

2285 kg*

E-Mobility in Folkecenter

Meet the Trainee
Video Interview: Cyril Okereafor

The interview can be found on our Youtube channel.

Current Trainees in Folkecenter

Ramiro Camilo
Dominguez
(Colombia)

Rasmus Krag
(Denmark)

Philippine
Follain
(France)

Alvaro Andres Ponce Tobon
(Colombia + Basque Country Spain)

Anaëlle Quiniou
(France)

Cyril Okereafor
(Nigeria)

Unai Aragon Moran
(Basque Country - Spain)

Luisa Haas
(Germany)

Upcoming Events
Folkecenter General Assembly
Folkecenter’s yearly General Assembly will take place on
Saturday 25 June 2022 at 14:00 at the Nordic Folkecenter
for Renewable Energy (Kammersgaardsvej 16, Sdr. Ydby,
7760 Hurup Thy - Denmark). For those who wish it, it will
also be possible to participate online, via Zoom. If you prefer
that option, please register here by Friday 24 June latest.
The assembly will take place in Danish only and it will follow
the Danish rules for General Assemblies.
Please note that
only members of
the Folkecenter
Støttekreds
(support group)
who have paid
the
yearly
membership are
allowed to attend the meeting. If you are not a member
and you would like to be, please visit our dedicated page
(English | Dansk).

25 June 2022

7th International Conference on
Small & Medium Wind Energy
After six successful editions (both online and in presence),
Folkecenter and the Small Test and Resource Centre for
Small Wind Turbines are organizing the seventh conference
with focus on small and medium energy. The event will
gather national and international experts from the
industry, who will
discuss about a wide
range of topics within
the small and medium
wind industry. The
conference will take
place both in person
and virtually in the period 21-23 September 2022. It is now
possible
to
register
your
participation
on
folkecenterevents.net.
Should you be interested in being a speaker, please submit
your proposal here.
21-23 September 2022

