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Folkecenter News
Folkecenter Continues to Deliver Information about Small
and Medium Wind Turbines
Those of you who follow us since some time know that we are famous for organizing conferences on renewable energy topics, to
allow an easier access to relevant information for interested people; despite the Corona
situation, we have continued with our work and we tried to turn the challenges into
opportunities, by using online technologies. Our 3rd International Conference on Small and
Medium Wind Energy saw a very wide participation from all over the world, success which was
reflected in the 4th edition (also online), which saw 138 participants from 36 countries. Besides the knowledge diffusion, the
success resulted also in possible new customers for our Test and Resource Centre for Small Wind Turbines.
The event took place between November 23rd and 26th and it saw the
participation of relevant players of the industry, together with accademia and
new promises of the field; those who did not manage to join the event (or
missed some presentation) can find all the material (including the recordings of
the presentations) here.
According to our plans, this was supposed to be the last conference of this
series; however, after seeing the response and the interest from the audience,
we have decided to release two more events on the topic. The first will take
The participants represented 36 countries in the world
place in April (27-29) and it will be again an online event, while the second will be
both a virtual and a physical event and it will take place in September (20-22).
You can alredy now register your interest on http://www.folkecenterevents.net to make sure you get all the relevant information.
Should you (or someone in your network) be interested in presenting during the April event, you can mark your interest here.
We hope this success can continue!

The technical setup of the conference room

An small part of the participants

Folkecenter team follows the conference

The Tiny House Construction Continues!
Besides the usual office work, in this period we also had the chance to do some practical work: we are talking about the
construction of our Tiny House, which is appraoching every time more to it finishing line.
The original plan was to have this workshop open for public, but given the health restrictions we had to limit the participation to
Folkecenter people (plus Lars Keller and Jo Morandin, the workshop leaders).
Despite that, we managed to progress considerably: we finished the first layer of plastering, we installed a net which gives strength
to the material and we almost finished the top plastering layer. Actually, we could have finished it already this time, but we ran out
of materials. Nevermind, it will be the first task for the next workshop!
[Continues...]

[...Continues]

As you can see from the pictures, the weather was not very favourable, but luckily most of the work took place indoors!

The material is been prepared

The plaster sticks well on straw but not on wood, so we had to use some
bamboo to allow some grip on the door and on the windows

To fix it to the wood, the bamboo need to be secured with some metal clips.
The process is easy, but very time- and energy-consuming!

Meanwhile, Chrysa taped all the slits, so that the building can be air-tight

Once the bamboo is in place, the first layer of plaster can be applied

Due to temperature variations, there is the risk that the clay in the plaster can
crack. To prevent that and to add strength, we installed a safety net

[Continues...]

[...Continues.]

To fix the net, a thinner layer of plaster is applied. Compared to the previous
one, this does not contain fibers and it has a higher water content (therefore,
it sticks better and it is much easier to apply!)

Guys! We are soon out of material!

That means it’s time to clean...

...but before, a group picture!

And here is the outcome of our work! Guess which is the missing part!

Next time we continue from here!

Folkecenter and Partners Launch the Catalogue for Local
Sustainable Solutions
To fight climate change and all the problems related to lack of energy, we need innovative solutions and good technologies. This,
however, does not mean that we need to re-invent the wheel every time! There are already many alternatives which have been
known for long time, but maybe were utilized in some countries only. Therefore, it is imporantant that this knowledge is shared
with the world.
The usage of best practices has always been a key focus for Folkecenter, and it
was behind the technology-transfer programs which Folkecenter ran some years
ago and which allowed exporting the knowledge on wind, biogas, hydrogen and
plant oil technologies all over the world.
This principle of knowledge transfer was also applied to the EASE-CA project,
which aims at empowering poor, rural communities by helping them in getting
access to clean energy. In the specific, Folkecenter and its partners (Uganda
Coalition for Sustainable Development, Sustainable Environmental Development
Watch, Tanzania Traditional Energy Development Organization, JEEP Folkecenter,
INFORSE & INFORSE-East Africa) developed a catalogue which collects the best
solutions for clean energy and energy saving. The catalogue presents detailed
information about the chosen solutions, together with pictures describing their
utilization.
Although a printed version will follow, we think that the biggest achievement was
the online part, which allows the partners to directly insert the cases in a database;
these cases are than visible for everyone, to allow a rapid diffusion of the
knowledge both in East-Africa and in other realities which might need it.

The main page of the catalogue, where the cases are
filtered by category

The launch of the online edition took place on December 11, as tribute to the 5-years Paris Agreement anniversary. The content was
developed by the partners, while Folkecenter was in charge of the technical setup. The drawings were realized by Anna Krenz, our
very skilled designer, who is in charge of most of our publications.
The online catalogue is available on http://localsolutions.inforse.org, while information about the project can be found here.

Catalogue of Small Wind Turbines is Now Online!
Small wind turbines represent a large portion of Folkecenter’s work, both in the past and now. Throughout the years we have been
testing several models from all over the world to proof their reliability and to help developers to design safe and durable products.
We believe that it is crucial to have small wind turbines tested: due to the limited size of
the market, in fact, each model is a business card for the industry: if one model fails, the
whole industry will be affected, since small wind turbines will be marked as unreliable.

The 8th edition of the catalogue is now available
for free

Testing and delivering independent evaluations is one of the key reasons for establishing
the Danish Test and Resource Centre for Small Wind Turbines, in Hundborg. The location
is blessed by good wind resources and it offers three test places, one of which mobile.
On the side of this activity, to promote the understanding of small wind turbines to the
general public, we have, thoughout the years, published the Catalogue for Small Wind
Turbines (<50 kW).

The last publication (8th edition, from 2016) includes a selection of small wind turbines
from all over the world (28 countries) and it is enriched by articles written by accademic and industrial experts, with the purpose of
helping customer reading throught the specificiations and, therefore, select the model that most suit them.
However, preparing the catalogue is a huge effort for our small team, which is why two important decisions were made: the first
was to release the 8th edition for free, so that everyone can access it (you can download it here); the second, was to establish an
online database where developers can insert by themselves the needed information.
Moving to an online solution will allow us to continue releasing the publication on a lower budget, without compromising quality.
The database is still under developments, but some manufacturers have already listed their products. We hope that the initiative
will have a big success!
If you are a developer and if you would like your wind turbine to be listed, do not hesitate to visit our database!
Useful links:
Download online catalogue 2016 | Access the small wind turbine database | See the launch of the database

Short News
Folkecenter Presents at the Off-Grid +
Expo Conference
As part of our dissemination activities, we have participated to the Off-Grid + Expo
Conference in Augsburg (D). The event took place online (due to COVID) on 3-4 December.
Tonny Brink, our CTO, delivered a presentation on Small Wind Turbines and batteries. His
intervention was very beneficial, as, after the conference we got contacted by two people
who would like to further collaborate with Folkecenter. Well done Tonny!
More information about the conference can be found here.
Tonny Brink preparing for the presentation

Interview for a Documentary
On December 4th, a TV crew came to Folkecenter as part of the realization of a documentary on wind pioneers. Jane Kruse
released an interview on behalf of Preben Maegaard, our founder, where she shared the knowledge about the topic for the years
1974-1979.
We will inform you as soon as the documentary is released to the public. Meanwhile, if you speak Danish, you are welcome to
watch a speech on wind history that Preben made in 2016.

Folkecenter Membership
Did you know that Folkecenter has a group of supporters who sustain us for
some activities (e.g. Excursions with the trainees)? If you like what we are doing,
you might be interested in becoming part of this group. As Folkecenter
supporter, you have the right to participate to our yearly general assembly,
which elects 6 out of 11 board members. In this way, you will not only follow
Folkecenter’s activities, but also influence the decisions.
Being a Folkecenter Supporter can cost as little as 100 DKK/year (14 €). You can find more information here.

E-Mobility in Folkecenter

PV System at Folkecenter

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Total energy produced in November:

144.82 kWh

Total energy produced in December
(until 26.12):

42.82 kWh

Total energy produced in 2020:

9.24 MWh

Total energy produced from 2012:

76.13 MWh
Realtime overview of the production can be found here.

Upcoming Events
A Variety of Events Planned for 2021!
We have big plans for 2021, with many events under planning! We hope you will join some of them or that you will help us
promoting them to the largest possible audience.
A list of the planned events can be found on folkecenterevents.net, where you can already register your interest. See you soon!

www.folkecenterevents.net

