Congress on Energy
Transition and
Cities
by Daniele Pagani
Nordic Folkecenter for Renewable Energy attended the
Congrés Transició Energètica i Ciutat (Congress on
Energy Transitions and Cities), which took place in
Barcelona, Spain, between the 6th and 7th of March. The
participation in the event was part of the information

Did you know?
50% of the consumption of a
building comes from air
conditioning, but 70% of the
people do not feel comfortable in
a building.
Barcelona relies on nuclear
energy for 50% of its needs and
on renewables for only 5,68%.
Considering that nuclear is
planned to be shut down in 20242027, there is a lot of work to do!

activities Folkecenter carries out to promote the
diffusion of knowledge about renewable energies: for
this purpose, we believe that it is very important to get to
know different realities and to get updated on what it is
happening in the field of renewables.
An additional reason for attending was the fact that Leire
Gorroño Albizu, PhD in Aalborg University and
Folkecenter’s collaborator was invited to present the
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Danish experience on how energy transition can also be
democratic.
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The congress was organized by six municipalities
(Barcelona, Cádiz, Madrid, Pamplona, Valencia and
Zaragoza) with the collaboration of UPC (Politechnic
University of Catalunya), which was the location of the

Energy Cooperatives
An energy cooperative is a group of
citizens who join together to establish

event.

some renewable energy project for

The purpose of the event was to discuss possible

exchange their own energy, or as a

either being allowed to produce and

solutions for energy transition, with particular focus on
cities, which was achieved by gathering a number of
national and international experts from different
disciplines: activists, professors, engineers, architects and
cooperative members are just some of the figures who
led the event, which obtained a very good participation:
over two days, more than 300 people attended the
congress, which is a very positive signal. What was quite
impressive was the amount of students and young
people who attended the event: young people are crucial
for the energy transition, so their participation in this

group investment. Among the
cooperatives present in the conference
there were Generation kWh
(https://www.generationkwh.org/), with
almost 4,000 members who benefit of
an electricity price equivalent to the
production cost, and Somenergia
(https://www.somenergia.coop/), which
with its more than 56,000 members,
owns 11 Photovoltaic installations, a
biogas plant and a small hydro-power

kind of events is a crucial.

station; the aim of this cooperative is

As in other countries, energy is a strategic good for Spain

made, which is currently at 1.5%.

and, due to that reason, economic interests behind it are
huge. Energy companies used to operate in a field with
little competition, which meant that the final customer
did not have any decisional power: (s)he had only to pay

to receive a return on the investment

Energy cooperatives are a good
solution to have a voice on energy
generation and they can help reducing

the bill!

energy poverty (not being able to

Finally in 2011 the first consumer owned energy

heating and cooling). Although the

cooperative was founded in Spain and others have
followed since.

afford energy for the basic needs, like
experts did not agree on the
percentages, it was quite clear that
energy poverty is a relevant problem,
both in Spain and in other countries.

Energy Efficiency
Another topic which was heavily
discussed was energy efficiency, since
the best energy is the one not used. A
group of architects discussed how
buildings can not only save a lot of
energy by controlling the indoor
climate, but also become part of a
sustainable city: green roofs and urban
beekeepers were just some of the
possible solutions presented.

Folkecenter's brochure on community power
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"The best energy is
the one not
consumed"
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Paris municipality is already moving in this direction:

Despite all these efforts, air quality is

new buildings are required to have green roofs,

still quite poor, so further solutions

geothermal and solar installations are encouraged and

have to be adopted.

waste is used both for district heating and for biogas

A Women-led Event

production; all this was possible thanks to a number of
volounteers, whose task was to involve people in

Overall, the event was very interesting

following the right behaviours, like sorting waste in the

and it gave the chance to discuss the

proper way.

challenges and good examples cities

Sustainable Mobility
Paris municipality is already moving in this direction:
new buildings are required to have green roofs,
geothermal and solar installations are encouraged and
waste is used both for district heating and for biogas
production; all this was possible thanks to a number of
volounteers, whose task was to involve people in
following the right behaviours, like sorting waste in the
proper way.
Mobility was also a hot topic of the congress: as it can be
imagined, energy for transportation (and emissions to it
related) is a large problem in Spanish cities. Barcelona is
a large city, with more than 1.5 million inhabitants, which
results in large amounts of energy used for
transportation; nevertheless, the municipality has some
good solutions in place: public transportation is well
developed (some busses are electric, many run on
natural gas; furthermore, travellers pay only 1 € per trip
when buying a 10-trip card, which makes it very
convenient), many taxi are hybrid vehicle and there are
several opportunities for bike sharing. Furthermore, car
sharing is also present, which allows the substitution of
10 cars for each vehicle shared and which can also be
run in the cooperative format.

Electric bus at the charging station
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should follow. The most important
aspect of this event was the way it can
affect future policies: the politicians
from the six municipalities represent
about 12.5 million people,
approximately a third of Spanish
population, meaning that things can
change very rapidly.
In the closing speech, the Danish
example was referred to as something
to learn from, which is very rewarding
considering that Leire’s presentation
was the only one about Denmark! We
hope this will be the beginning of a
future collaboration with
municipalities which would like to
work for the energy transition.
Finally, a very good news: there were
38 female speakers and 37 male ones,
showing that the energy transition can
and must happen also with the
involvement of women! A big thank
you to the organizers for their efforts in
creating an event with gender parity!

Clean solution for goods delivery
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Did you know?
The municipality established a platform, Decidim Barcelona
(https://www.decidim.barcelona/) to promote people’s collaboration and decision
making.
In Barcellona, 10% of the emissions are related to the collection of waste: solving this
problem alone would already bring huge benefits!
In France 40% of work done in houses is self-renovation: there is therefore the need
to educate people on the importance of energy efficiency.

Relevant links
www.congresotransicionenergeticayciudad.es: Official website of the event, where
the slides can be found;
https://www.energypoverty.eu: A page which describes the energy poverty issue;
https://robinhoodenergy.co.uk: A Not-for-Profit Gas and Electricity Supplier which
was established to tackle energy poverty;
https://atelier21.org: A French page which acts as a toolbox for energy education;
http://folkecenter.eu/PDF/Social/01.Community-Power-for-the-World.pdf: A brochure
developed by Folkecenter describing how renewable energy can benefit
communities;
https://www.somenergia.coop: Spanish energy cooperative with more than 56,000
members;
https://www.generationkwh.org: Another Spanish energy cooperative, wit about
4,000 members;
https://www.decidim.barcelona: The platform developed by the Municipality of
Barcelona to promote people’s collaboration and decision making
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